
Department of Energy 
 

Bonneville Power Administration 
P.O. Box 3621 

Portland, Oregon 97208-3621 

Official File   

 CORPORATE 

September 23, 2005 
 
 
In reply refer to:  DK-7 
 
      
Mr. Thomas Wolfe 
The Wolfe Firm 
AGC Building 
1200 Westlake Avenue North 
Suite 809 
Seattle, WA  98109-3590 
 
RE: FOIA Requests #05-049 and #05-052 
 
Dear Mr. Wolfe: 
 
This letter responds to your Freedom of Information Act requests dated August 2, 2005, and August 9, 
2005, designated as FOIA #05-049 and #05-052: 
 
Request #05-049 
 
In your letter you requested the following: 
 

1. All contacts between either Christopher and/or Jennifer Hume, 28606 152nd Avenue S.E., Kent, 
Washington, and BPA concerning the cutting of trees along the right-of-way on the Hume 
property since Jan. 1, 2000. 

 
Response:  Enclosed are all agency records located in response to this request. 
 
2. All documents which in any manner reference or relate to vegetation and/or tree cutting along the 

BPA right-of-way on the Hume property since Jan. 1, 2000. 
 

Response:  Enclosed are all agency records located in response to this request.  However, BPA has 
withheld labor unit price information from the Contract Task Order under 5 USC § 552(b)(4) 
(“Exemption 4”) of the FOIA.  Exemption 4 protects trade secrets, or commercial or financial 
information that is privileged or confidential and submitted to BPA by another person.  Public 
disclosure of information on the contractor labor rates coupled, with the number of hours worked, 
might cause competitive harm to the contractor in future competitions by allowing competitors to 
determine the contractor’s overhead costs. 
  
If you desire the labor unit prices to be disclosed, BPA will need to engage in a complete Exemption 
4 analysis of the redacted prices.  In such a case, the vendor must be contacted for their views on 
whether they have any objections to disclosure, as required by Executive Order 12,600.  If objections 
are received, BPA will conduct a separate analysis of any objections, as required by Exemption 4. 
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3. All records of inspections of the trees and/or vegetation along the power line on the easements 

reflected on the Hume property. 
 

Response:  Enclosed are all agency records located in response to this request. 
 
4. All copies of all BPA or other regulations or rules required to be followed by the BPA as to 

cutting trees or other vegetation within a specific distance or height from the power lines. 
 

Response:  Enclosed are BPA’s transmission line maintenance (TLM) guidelines and standards 
pertaining to cutting trees or other vegetation within a specific distance or height from the power 
lines.  No BPA regulations or rules were located in response to this request.   
  

Request # 05-052  
 
In your letter you requested the following: 
 

A. All accident investigation reports and analyses prepared by Bonneville Power Administration or 
anyone else concerning the fire/explosion which occurred to the Hume residence, 28606 152nd 
Avenue S.E., Kent, Washington, on July 27, 2005.    

 
Response:  Enclosed are all agency records located in response to this request. 
 

If you are dissatisfied with this determination, you may make an appeal within thirty (30) days of receipt 
of this letter to Director of Office of Hearings and Appeals, Department of Energy, 1000 Independence 
Avenue S.W., Washington, D.C.  20585.  Both the envelope and the letter must be clearly marked 
“Freedom of Information Act Appeal.” 
 
Because processing fees to fulfill these FOIA requests were less than the minimum $15, you will not be 
charged for this request.  If you have any questions regarding this response, you may contact me at 503-
230-7303. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Christina J. Brannon 
Freedom of Information Officer 
 
Enclosures 
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